
 

 

 

 

 

Course Title: Creative Media 

Instructor: Alison McGowan 

Room: 705 

School Phone: 602-467-6860 

School e-mail: Alison.mcgowan@dvusd.org www.dvusd.org/dh-mcgowan 

 

Course Description: 
This course blends creative expression with journalistic writing/publishing styles to develop skills in all aspects 
of modern media. Types of projects students may choose to work on include sports reporting and 
entertainment, digital film production, photography as a story-telling medium, pop culture reviews, news 
reporting, and more. Students will build and practice skills in a fun, hands-on, project-based environment. This 
course will also incorporate lessons in interviewing, publication design, website management, and publishing 
laws. Some of the work created by this class will be published on The Skyhawk Flight, our online 
newspaper/announcements site. Though supported and supervised by the teacher, this is a student-run 
publication, and students will be expected to operate with a high degree of self-direction and responsibility. 
Editorial leadership roles for our publication sites will be filled by students in the class who wish to take on the 
responsibility.  
 
Course Goals & Objectives: 
The main goals of this course are 

 to increase technical skills in photography, videography, editing software, and website management. 
 to become versed in basic press law. 
 to contribute creatively and responsibly to the content of our school publications. 
 to find new and creative ways to present experiences, opinions, and factual stories to an audience. 

 
Classroom/Course Expectations: 
 
Publications  
Student staff members will most likely have some of their identified work published in public forums, including 
both print and online venues. We do not use pseudonyms for our work. In keeping with the changing world of 
the media, our newspaper maintains a presence on various social media sites; the work students create in this 
class will likely be showcased on these sites.  
 
Plagiarism 
As an accredited publication forum, we strive to meet the highest ethical standards possible. Our policy adheres 
to the DVUSD Student Rights and Responsibilities handbook, which defines plagiarism as “To steal and pass off 
the ideas or words of another as one’s own.” The minimum consequence is a loss of credit for that assignment; 
the maximum consequence is a 10 day suspension and/or a loss of credit for the course. The Skyhawk Flight also 
has its own code of journalistic ethics, which prohibits knowingly using and passing off others’ work as your 
own. 
 
Equipment 
This is a technology-rich course; we use iPads and desktop computers as a learning tool in this class. In addition, 
students in this course have access to digital cameras, video cameras, teleprompters, sound boards, and other 
delicate, expensive equipment. A student who checks out equipment to use outside normal class hours assumes 
the responsibility for that equipment. Equipment that is lost or broken through carelessness or negligence may 
incur repair or replacement costs to the student. I will articulate how the devices should be used appropriately.  



If a violation of the stipulated use occurs, consequences will be enforced in accordance with the DVHS Student 
Handbook. 
 
Attendance and Grading Policies:  
Absences  
 I strongly encourage students to be in class daily. Even though assignments can be made up, experiences, 

discussion, and activities cannot always be duplicated. A student’s attendance is critical to his/her academic 
success.  

 If an absence is unavoidable, it is the student’s personal responsibility to obtain all missed assignments. I am 
very accessible by email and am happy to send work to parents/guardians and students upon request. Many 
assignments can be found on Canvas.  

 
Late Work  
 All work has a due date. Late work may incur a point penalty. (Late work accommodations for students with 

504 or IEP plans will be followed as stated in the plan; additional accommodations may be negotiated on a 

case-by-case basis between the teacher and the student/family.) 

 If students are encountering problems submitting their work on Canvas outside the classroom, they should 
immediately email their work to the teacher so it is still on time AND students need to provide evidence 
(such as a screenshot) of the problem with the error code. Students should still submit the assignment to 
Canvas as soon as possible and seek help the next day if necessary.  

 Canvas Troubleshooting: Try switching to the Canvas website (dvusd.instructure.com) instead of the app. 
Ensure that the file being submitted is correct (for example, submit a PDF instead of .Pages). There is also a 
Canvas helpdesk that can be very helpful.  

 
IEP/504 accommodations  
 This class follows the individual accommodations listed on a student’s IEP or 504 plan. Students who have 

late work accommodations as part of their IEP or 504 plan must submit what they have done on the due 
date, and then they will be given a teacher-student negotiated amount of time to complete the assignment. If 
the student has not begun the assignment by the due date and cannot show appropriate progress on the 
assignment, they risk not being granted extra time or full credit for the work.  

 
In-Person Tardy Policy  
 Students who are not within the threshold of the classroom when the bell rings and who do not have a pass 

will report to the “sweep” room to be logged as tardy. “Sweep” is not considered an absence. All work due 
that day must be turned into the sweep monitor, submitted to Canvas, brought directly to me, or time-
stamped at the front office.  

 
 
Weighted Grading System: 
Final course grades are computed using weighted categories. Classwork is weighted at 50% of the total grade 
and includes short-term assignments. Projects are weighted at 50% of the total grade and tend to be longer, 
larger, and may showcase acquired skills. There is not a final exam, though students may be asked to reflect on 
their learning or to demonstrate a learned skill as a final grade. We are project-based and work is often graded 
on demonstrated effort and grit.  
Grading Scale 
A 90-100% 
B 80-89% 
C 70-79% 
D 60-69% 
F 0-59% 
 
This is a highly engaging course with that offers many excellent opportunities for the students who take it, and I 
look forward to a fun, creative, and productive year! 


